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Labour activists  
take to the streets
Organizing is the only way workers 
have ever won battles, and it is the only way they 
ever will. to that end, hundreds of labour and 
community activists recently took to the streets 
in defence of strong Crown corporations and 
robust public services.

in september dozens of workers in Moose 
Jaw from Unifor, sgeU, CUPe, seiU-West, 
and the Moose Jaw and District Labour Coun-
cil gathered in front of sask. Party MLa War-
ren Michelson’s constituency office to protest 
the sask. Party government’s aggressive priva-
tization agenda.

“it is no accident that we are gathered here 
today,” said sFL president Larry hubich at the 
rally, “the sask. Party government has em-

barked on an aggressive privatization experi-
ment, and not only is it costing taxpayers mil-
lions of dollars but it’s costing job all across the 
province – including here in Moose Jaw,” he 
added.

“The sask. Party MLas from Moose Jaw – 
Warren Michelson and greg Lawrence – have 
not only remained silent while dozens of good 
jobs have left our economy, but they’ve actively 
supported this sell-off of our Crowns and pub-
lic services,” said hubich. he then called on 
workers to fire any politician that refuses to 
stand up for saskatchewan jobs, and said they 
could do so during the april 4th, 2016 provin-
cial election.

>> continued on next page
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in October two rallies in defence of 
Crowns and public services were held – 
one in Yorkton and one in saskatoon.

Combined, hundreds of workers par-
ticipated in the two rallies.

“Privatization means the benefits of 
strong Crowns and public services get 
ripped out of our communities, and given 
to out-of-province corporations – sold, it 
seems, to the lowest bidder,” said Kent Pe-
terson on behalf of the Own it! campaign 
to the Yorkton rally, “when we lose our 
Crowns and public services, it means we 
lose transparency, accountability, and it 
means we lose them forever,” he added.

“i don’t care what Brad Wall said to get 
elected,” hubich told the Yorkton rally, 
“he and his sask. Party government are 

tearing down the Crowns that built sas-
katchewan, and they are exporting good 
local jobs,” he added.

in saskatoon over 500 labour and 
community activists gathered outside 
the government of saskatchewan cabi-
net office in the city’s downtown.

at the saskatoon rally hubich read 
the crowd a quote: “Crowns are not go-
ing to be privatized and [subsidiaries] 
are not going to be wound down.”

“That was said by Brad Wall in sep-
tember of 2007. in november of that 
year he was elected premier,” explained 
hubich, before citing nearly a dozen in-
stances of Crown privatization from 
the sask. Party’s first two years in gov-
ernment. “The sad part is, i could go 
on,” said hubich, “the sask. Party is 
privatizing behind the backs of sas-

katchewan voters!”
after being provided a large number 

of additional privatization experiments 
– prisons, hospitals, surgeries, Mris, 
selling-off Crowns, bypasses – Own it! 
campaigner, Kent Peterson, offered the 
saskatoon crowd a chance to organize 
against privatization.

“We need to act right now to stop the 
sell-off, and say Yes to the benefits of 
Crowns and public services,” said Pe-
terson, “the only way to do that is if you 
engage in the Own it! campaign and 
volunteer with us. sign-up at www.
OwnYoursask.ca, and be prepared to 
do the work that is necessary as we get 
closer to april 4th to fire any politician 
that dare sell-out saskatchewan and 
sell-off what belongs to all of us,” he 
added.

>> continued from page one

ABOVE: SGEU president Bob Bymoen gathers a few 
more Own It! signatures.

ABOVE: SFL president Larry Hubich is 
interviewed about protecting public 
services.



By Kent Peterson

the BattLe tO KeeP our Crowns and 
public services is about a strong economy, it is 
about keeping good jobs in saskatchewan 
communities, it is about transparency and ac-
countability, and it is about the values of sas-
katchewan people.

We value a strong future for our kids and 
grandkids; we value ensuring services are there 
for people when they need them; we value jobs 
staying here in saskatchewan, and; we want to 
control our own future.

Privatization is opposed to each and every 
one of those values.

“Crowns are not going to be privatized and 
[subsidiaries] are not going to be wound down.” 
That was said by Brad Wall in september of 
2007. in november of that year he was elected 
premier.

Crowns are not going to be sold or wound 
down, he said. and yet:
•	 May 2008: sasktel privatizes sasktel Max 

and high speed internet installation;
•	 June 2008: saskPower takes proposals for 

privatized baseload power generation;
•	 July 2008: sask. Party privatizes its share of 

saskFerco to a foreign corporation;
•	 March 2009: sasktel privatizes e-mail and 

conference call services to outside of sas-
katchewan;

•	 October 2009: sask. Party licenses the first 
private specialty wine store;

•	 October 2009: sasktel privatizes navigata 
– which provides voice, data, and internet 
services;

•	 november 2009: sasktel privatizes Direct-
West Canada.
These are only a few examples from the first 

two years of Brad Wall’s sask. Party govern-
ment.

Brad Wall made a promise to get elected, but 
almost immediately after the 2007 election he 
and his sask. Party government started tearing 
down the Crowns that built saskatchewan. The 

privatization of our Crowns exports good local 
jobs out of small communities – and the sask. 
Party is doing this behind the backs of sas-
katchewan voters.

The evidence is clear: the sask. Party govern-
ment has been implementing an aggressive and 
risky privatization agenda. They are selling-out 
saskatchewan, and selling-off what belongs to 
the people of the province.

Whether someone works in the public sec-
tor or not, it largely does not matter: everyone 
uses, depends on, and benefits from strong 
Crowns and public services.

even if someone does not drink alcohol, they 
would still feel the negative impacts of privatiz-
ing our public liquor stores. it would mean the 
loss of some $200 million in public money. Dol-
lars that are currently being spent teaching 
children, caring for seniors, maintaining parks, 

and plowing snow off highways. 
some uncomfortable questions need to be 

asked.
Do owners of private nursing homes value 

the lives of seniors over their own profit? Does 
a private prison care about prisoner rehabilita-
tion and safety, or do they care more about their 
shareholders?

This is a battle over our values.
The sask. Party has privatized hospital laun-

dry services to an out-of-province corporation. 
What does it mean for patients and healthcare 
professionals when “clean” laundry comes 
back blood-stained and soiled? is it safe?

This Fall the sask. Party will pass legislation 
that privatizes Mris.

should only those with the means to pay be 
able to access diagnosis procedures like Mris? 
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letter from the editor 

Privatization not consistent 
with saskatchewan vaLues

>> continued on page 8
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Convention 2015: reaCh out & organize

“tO the YOUng WOrKers and the 
first-time delegates: welcome. You are en-
gaging in a Labour Movement steeped in 
history and victories. it is saskatchewan’s 
working people that have always punched 
above our weight, done what’s right, and 
stood united in the face of many challeng-
es,” said sFL president Larry hubich in his 
president’s address. 

“earlier this year we were given one extra 
reason to be proud to be from saskatchewan’s 
Labour Movement: we are the women and 
men that brought every worker in Canada 
the constitutional right to strike!” he added.

in his opening address hubich reminded 
the nearly 600 delegates in saskatoon – per-
haps the largest sFL convention held in sas-
katoon ever – that despite an onslaught of 
anti-worker and anti-union laws passed by 
former prime minister stephen harper and 
current premier Brad Wall, the saskatche-
wan Federation of Labour has actually 
grown.

next, hubich emphasized the necessity 
of building.

“Building as a movement is about more 
than growing our membership, and protect-
ing rights. Building is what enables us to do 
those things; building is about connecting 
our values to our actions and creating the 
kind of saskatchewan we want,” said hubich, 
“building is about reaching out,” he added. 

hubich then provided an overview of the 
building work and community organizing 
that Project: Community is doing, and will 
be doing as the april 4th, 2016 provincial 

election approaches. 
The convention included a panel discus-

sion on engaging diverse communities, and 
included panelists stefan avlijas from Lead-
now, associate professor Priscilla settee, 
and the president of CUPe Ontario Fred 
hahn. The panelists provided insight on the 
importance of building partnerships of sol-
idarity with young people, indigenous 
communities, and the LgBt* community.

Director of the Brock University Centre 
for Labour studies, Professor Larry savage, 
provided a thorough debrief and analysis of 
the October 19th federal election results. as 
part of his debrief he talked about the role of 
union activists, and the importance of orga-
nizing and education.

President hubich moderated a conven-
tion debate between Dr. David Mcgrane 
and Dr. Charles smith – both professors 
from st. Thomas Moore College at the Uni-
versity of saskatchewan. The debate topic 
was “Doing politics in the Labour Move-
ment – Partisan or not?” Both debaters put 
forward excellent points on how unions and 
their members should undertake organiz-
ing and political action.

There were several successful evening 
events that took place during convention, 
such as a double book launch with Charles 
smith and Larry savage, the You Betta Work 
drag that raised nearly $2,700 for OUt sas-
katoon, and the convention banquet that 
raised money for the Prairie school for Union 
Women and the sFL summer Kids’ Camp.

While there were many other speakers and 

presentations, as well as debate on resolutions, 
the convention ended with a keynote address 
from long-time labour activist Bonnie Pear-
son. Pearson spoke on the convention’s theme, 
and provided a recap of labour history coupled 
with her thoughts on where our national la-
bour movement is heading next.

a common message throughout all the 
presentations, speeches, and panels was the 
absolute necessity of worker organizing, 
building organizer capacity, and trying new 
creative ways of reaching out.

the 60th annual Sfl convention, held 
oct. 20 to 23rd in Saskatoon, was both a 
celebration of achievements by our labour 
movement, and a call to action.

We are the women and men that brought every worker in Canada the 

constitutional right to strike!  — Larry HuBicH  |  SFL preSident“
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Convention 2015: reaCh out & organize

CLOCKWISE FROM MAIN PHOTO: 

• Larry Hubich addresses delegates.
• Fred Hahn, CUPE Ontario president.
• Newly-elected NDP MP for Saskatoon-

West, Sheri Benson (right), is introduced.
• Professors David McGrane (left) and 
Charles Smith (far left).
• Saskatchewan Union of Nurses president 
Tracy Zambory.

• Campers make a presentation about the 
annual SFL Kids’ Summer Camp.
• Delegates at the 60th annual convention.
• Norma Wallace (left) receives this year’s 
Bob Sass OH&S Award.
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By cHristine MiLLer
SeiU-WeSt

We aLL reMeMBer the 2011 election 
scandals involving robocalls and shifty 
campaign financing. 

in response to those issues, the Conser-
vative government introduced Bill C-23 on 
February 4, 2014 and by June 19, 2014 the 
‘Fair’ elections act received royal assent 
and became law. 

Though the legislation dealt with the is-
sue of mass calling, it also limited what 

unions could do once the writ was dropped 
and the campaign begun.

The legislation stripped our ability to do-
nate financially or run ads in opposition to 
or support of any political party unless we 
registered as a third party. 

But there was a loophole. 
We were permitted to directly communi-

cate with members about important issues 
during the election campaign and use non-
monetary means to do so. That’s where our 
Purple Votes campaign was born.

The idea behind the campaign was to en-

gage with our members on important fed-
eral election issues, encourage member-to-
member communication and ultimately, 
increase voter turnout within our member-
ship. Using a combination of online and on-
the-ground campaigning, we were able to 
reach a significant amount of people. The 
anchor of the campaign was our Purple 
Votes website. 

We were able to explain the pitfalls of the 
government around eight important issues: 
health care, climate change, child care, jobs 
and housing, retirement with dignity, 

Volunteers during the 2015 federal election, including Member of Parliament Sheri Benson, SEIU-West president Barb Cape, SFL president 
Larry Hubich, SFL Secretary-Treasurer Lori Johb, and CLC president Hassan Yussuff. 

PurPLe votes!
the purple votes campaign was created to 
engage with members on important election 
issues, encourage member-to-member 
communication and increase voter turnout.
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To The ediTor:

in the sUMMer issUe of the Labour Re-
porter, i was drawn to a statement on page 7 
under the title “Quotable” which emphasized: 
“in the last federal election only 61% of people 
voted, and in the last provincial election only 
66% of people voted - a drop from the previous 
election. 

These numbers tell us that there are large 
segments of voters who don’t think the political 
process is worth engaging in.”

i read this statement after a talk with a co-
worker who approached me about the upcom-
ing election. 

she asked if i would mind telling her who i 
was voting for. i told her the candidate in the 
riding who i had already voted for and then 
needed to explain how i voted early. she seemed 
a bit confused about the name i had given her 
but then informed me that she was planning on 
voting for Justin trudeau. 

i explained to her that she would have to vote 
for one of the candidates in her constituency 

which also seemed to confuse her and then she 
asked how she could vote for Justin trudeau.

it appears that there may be a bigger problem 
in the political process than lack of voter en-
gagement. 

it seems to me that the education system and 
our current political situation are letting us 
down. how many people are confused about 
the political process? Just a complete lack of un-
derstanding. 

i fear this co-worker of mine will now avoid 
voting due to this lack of understanding. 

While voter apathy in our overly self-indul-
gent society is certainly a concern, it could be 
that we, as a society and as a labour movement 
have to look at a growing disconnect with how 
the political process even works and how to ap-
proach the difficult task of public political edu-
cation.

Thank you for your thought provoking pub-
lication.

KennetH KuBian
preSident, regina & diStriCt LaboUr CoUnCiL

Is Canada’s polItICal 
proCess ConfusIng?

young workers, veterans and public 
services. each issue had its own page 
dedicated to providing fact sheets, per-
tinent articles and even a shareable in-
fographic. 

The goal was to get members excited 
about voting and prepare them for can-
didates on their doorsteps, so we devel-
oped a post card designed with three 
purposes:
•	 if the card was displayed in a window, 

it was an indicator to candidates that 
the people living in that household 
were voting on October 19. 

•	 The flip side of the card had conver-
sation-starting questions for our 
members to ask campaigning can-
didates on the doorstep.

•	 These questions would spark political 
conversations amongst membership 
when distributing the post cards.
to ramp up distribution, we created 

a contest encouraging members to 
help us down ‘The road to Democra-
cy’; for every 25 cards our members 
distributed, they were entered in a 
draw for a tablet. 

By the last day of the contest, members 
informed us that they had distributed 
over 1,500 postcards – and those are on-
ly the ones that were reported to us. 

We ran a second contest that en-
couraged our members to tell us (and 
the world) why they were going to vote 
on October 19. We had dozens of en-
tries and so many great photos! 

Our members really took to this 
campaign and ran with it by organiz-
ing vote mobs for the advanced polls; 
by volunteering with their local candi-
dates; by taking part in leafleting op-
portunities; and by distributing infor-
mative candy drops in their workplac-
es within the highly contested ridings 
of saskatoon-University, saskatoon-
West and saskatoon grasswood.

Though we sure can’t take credit for 
the huge voter turnout on October 19, 
we are confident that we did our part. 
We did the best we could within the 
constraints provided by our former 
government. 

now is the time to lobby our new 
government to ensure they keep their 
promises of repealing the (un)fair as-
pects of the ‘Fair’ elections act as soon 
as possible. 

letter to the editor 
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Bread and roses …  
and twitter:

if you want your union’s handle, or your handle,  
added to this list simply tweet as such to @sKFedLabour.

maRk youR CalendaR
Dec. 1 World AIDS Day

Dec. 3 Int’l Day for Persons with Disabilities

Dec. 6 Day of Remembrance & Action  
 on Violence Against Women

Dec. 10 International Human Rights Day

Dec. 15-16 SFL Executive Council Regina

Dec. 21 Unions of Regina Christmas Dinner

Feb. 1-4 CUPE Winter School Moose Jaw

Feb. 5 SDLC annual general meeting Saskatoon

Feb. 19-20 RDLC Equity & Human Rights  
 Conference Regina

Mar. 8 International Women’s Day

Mar. 21 Int’l Day for Elimination of Racism

Mar. 22 World Water Day

@activistKent
@Bymoen
@CanadianLabour
@CLCsask
@COPe397
@CUPesask
@DeniseLDick
@Judyhenley1
@KLQbn
@Lhubich

@LJohb
@Mshladun
@OwnYoursask
@PrezCape
@PsaCprairies
@PurpleWorksseiU
@saskspark
@sgeU
@sgeUMary
@shobna radons

@sKFedLabour
@sUnnurses
@Thebaud
@tracyzam
@triaDonaldson
@UFCW649
@UFCWCanada1400
@Unifor1s
@jx5yak 
@atULocal615

it does not matter what Brad Wall spins it as, this is queue-jumping 
plain and simple. it is the americanization of healthcare; the rich ben-
efit, everyone else suffers – and it is wrong.

is it right that surgical capacity in this province will only be ex-
panded if it is done by private corporations? earlier this year the Min-
ister of health closed a number of public surgical beds, and said that 
a new surgical centre in regina will only proceed so long as it is built 
and operated by a private corporation.

When elementary school students are not allowed to play on the 
grass at recess, has privatization gone too far? This example comes out 
of alberta’s school privation experiment. The corporation that oper-
ated a school found they had a rather lucrative side-business renting 
out the playground for wedding photos, and they did not want kids 
mucking up the grass.

saskatchewan is, right now, building 18 of these privatized schools. 
That is what privatization looks like.

The sask. Party government has no shortage of money when it 
comes to privatizing prisons and handing out 30-year maintenance 
agreements at $6 million per year. There is no shortage of money when 
it comes to giving away hospital laundry services, or privatizing cor-
rectional food services and then building profit guarantees into the 
contract.

This premier will not hesitate for a second in giving away $200 mil-
lion worth of public benefits so long as he can sell-off our liquor stores 
to the lowest bidder. There is no shortage of money to dismantle 
Crowns, sell-off our public assets; there is endless money for $40 mil-
lion lean consultants.

The sask. Party government even found $2 billion for a privatized 
highway around the city of regina. $2 billion for a road built by a pri-
vate corporation from France. 

The entire K-12 education budget for one year in saskatchewan is 
$1.88 billion. The sask. Party government has blown an entire year of 
education on one privatized road. someone is getting rich off that 
project, and saskatchewan people paying for it. it has also been re-
vealed that government snow plow operators will not even be allowed 
to plow snow off this new road. They will actually have to lift their 
blades once they get to the privatized bypass. The reason why, of 
course, is that the government is paying the France-based company 
to plow the road.

When it comes to winter safety and expertise with regards to plow-
ing snow off roads – only the sask. Party would say that the France-
based company is better than saskatchewan workers.

Perhaps the most shocking part of all this occurred on October 14, 
2015. The Minister of education, Don Morgan was asked if school 
divisions would be receiving mid-year funding to help them cope with 
shrinking resources and a growing number of students.

The Minister replied: “money just isn’t there.”
This is what privatization looks like: it is real, it is expensive, and it 

is dangerous. 
help us organize by signing our online petition at: www.ownyour-

sask.ca.

>> continued from page 3

Privatization not consistent 
with saskatchewan values


